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Introduction: A COVID-19 Global Ceasefire

As the world faces the common risk of COVID-19, there have been renewed calls for
multilateral action for peace. UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has called for an
immediate and comprehensive global ceasefire, emphasising the need to reinforce
diplomatic action, create viable conditions for delivery of humanitarian aid, and "bring hope
to places that are among the most vulnerable” to the pandemic. Women-led civil society
organisations, including WILPF members and partners, have been among the first to build
on the momentum of this call to continue their vital work to bring peace to their
communities.

As of mid-May 2020, there are ongoing ceasefires in Cameroon, Sudan, Angola, and
Thailand; ceasefires ended in Colombia and the Philippines; and ceasefires were brokenin
Yemen, Libya, and Myanmar.

In Cameroon, the Southern Cameroons Defence Forces (SOCADEF) militia has enacted a
temporary ceasefire for COVID-19, but thus far are alone in doing so. In Libya, a ceasefire
between the Government of National Accord and the Libyan National Army (LNA) under the
helm of General Khalifa Haftar lasted one day, but quickly dissolved into firefights in
multiple locations, greatly harming any chances of humanitarian response let alone an
opportunity to negotiate an overdue and permanent ceasefire. Overall, the level of violence
in Libya has dramatically escalated since the end of March. In Afghanistan, while a
permanent ceasefire is meant to be part of intra Afghan talks, these efforts have been
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